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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO ERDA-07 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 

CIEP-02 COME-OO DODE-OO EB-07 FEAE-00 FPC-01 H-02 

INR-07 INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-03 

USIA-15 SAM-01 OES-05 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 

FRB-01 PA-02 PRS-01 OPIC-06 XMB-04 /128 W 

055323 

PR 161020ZJUN75 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4805 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

UNCLAS BEIRUT 7558 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ENRG, EINV, PFOR, SY 

SUBJECT: PETROLEUM: SYRIA OPEN FOR EXPLORATION 

REF: BEIRUT A-36, FEB. 27, 1974; DAMASCUS 2063, PARA A, SEPT 24, 

1974; DAMASCUS 264, CAIRO 1193, DAMASCUS 645, STATE 39347, 
DAMASCUS 2102 

1. MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC SURVEY (MEES) JUNE 13 CARRIES FOLLOWING 
ITEM TITLED "SYRIA OPENS 12 AREAS FOR INTERNATIONAL BIDS." 
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2. SYRIA HAS OPENED TWELVE AREAS-ELEVEN ON-SHORE AND ONE 
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OFF SHORE-FOR OIL EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT BIDS UNDER 
PRODUCTION-SHARING OR SERVICE-CONTRACT ARRANGEMENTS. THE TWELVE 
AREAS (SEE MAP OVERLEAF)— WHICH COVER ALL SYRIAN ACREAGE 
OUTSIDE THE AREAS NOW HELD BY THE STATE-OWNED SYRIAN PETROLEUM 
COMPANY, ROMPETROL OF RUMANIA AND THE U.S. TRIPCO GROUP- ARE 
DIVIDED INTO SMALL BLOCKS OF ABOUT 100 SQUARE KILOMETERS, OR 
2,500 ACRES EACH. THE TERMS SPECIFIED BY SRYIA INCLUDE THE 
FOLLOWING: COMPANY COSTS TO BE RECOVERABLE FROM 40 PERCENT OF 
PRODUCTION; NEGOTIABLE PRODUCTION SHARING ARRANGEMENTS; MINIMUM 
EXPLORATION COMMITMENTS PROVIDING FOR AT LEAST A SEISMIC SURVEY 
AND EXPLORATION DRILLING, SUPPORTED BY A LETTER OF GUARANTEE; 

AND COMPETITIVE SIGNATURE AND PRODUCTION BONUSES. FURTHER 
DETAILS, INCLUDING DATA ON SEISMIC AND WELL LOGS, ARE AVAILABLE 
BY APPLICATION TO: HEAD OF PETROLEUM CONTRACTS GROUP, MINISTRY 
OF PETROLEUM AND MINERAL RESOURCES, DAMASCUS (TELEX: 1 1006, 

CABLES: PETSRYIA). 

3. MAP SHOWS THAT 12 AREAS COVER ENTIRE COUNTRY EXCEPT FOR 
SOUTHWEST, NORTHEAST AND SCATTERED BLOCKS ALREADY HELD BY SYRIAN 
PETROLEUM CORP. AND ROMPETROL AND TRIPCO'S OFF-SHORE BLOCK. 

AREA NO. 12 IS OFFSHORE BEYOND TRIPCO. 

4. DAMASCUS FOLLOWING UP. 

GODLEY 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM, PRICES, EXPLORATORY DRILLING 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 JUN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BEIRUT07558 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750208-1143 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750644/aaaabnyq.tel 

Line Count: 85 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 BEIRUT A-36, 75 FE27, 75 1974, 75 DAMASCUS 2063, 75 SEPT 24 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: greeneet 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 FEB 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 FEB 2003 by PhilliR0>; APPROVED <13 FEB 2004 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 
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Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PETROLEUM: SYRIA OPEN FOR EXPLORATION 
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